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Tech. Sgt. Jim Moser

Made in the shade
Construction workers complete the skeletal frame of the first of many sun shelters located near the 50th
Flying Training Squadron. The shelters, which will eventually accomodate all aircraft, will minimize hail
damage and block 85 percent of the sun rays which cause premature weather damage to the planes.

Columbus AFB has been named a
Tree City USA community by the
National Arbor Day Foundation to
honor its commitment to its communi-
ty forest.  

It is the 11th year Columbus AFB
has received this national recognition.  

“Day to day, we tend to take for
granted what an abundance of beautiful
trees we have on our base,” said Col.
Keith Keck, 14th Mission Support
Group commander. “Through the hard
work of our dedicated base natural
resources personnel, Columbus AFB
will continue to be a showcase for all
those who work and live here.”

Columbus AFB is also the recipient
of a Tree City USA Growth Award for
demonstrating progress in its commu-
nity forestry program. The Growth
Award recognizes environmental

improvement and higher levels of tree
care in Tree City USA communities.

“For the second consecutive year,
Columbus AFB received the presti-
gious Tree City USA Growth Award,
one of only five awarded throughout
the state,” said Mike Smith, 14th Civil
Engineer Squadron Environmental
Flight chief. “This is a testimony to the
pride the entire BLAZE TEAM takes
in preserving the natural resources on
the base.”

The National Arbor Day Foundation,
in cooperation with the National
Association of State Foresters and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest
Service, sponsors the Tree City USA
program.

“Trees make a world of difference,”
said Sarah Fafinski, 14th CES Natural
Resource manager. “Those trees con-

serve energy, help clean the air, protect
rivers and streams, and provide a home
for wildlife on Columbus AFB as well
as other towns and cities.”

Columbus AFB meets four standards
to become a Tree City USA:  a tree
board or department, a tree care ordi-
nance, a comprehensive community
forestry program and an Arbor Day
observance.

“This year’s record number of Tree
City USA communities shows a grow-
ing level of dedication and care for our
urban forests,” said John Rosenow,
president of The National Arbor Day
Foundation. “It shows the people of
Columbus AFB value trees for the
beauty, grace, comfort, and practical
blessings they bring.” (Courtesy of
14th Flying Training Wing Public
Affairs)

Base named Tree City for 11th year

T-1A Goal: 2368.0 hrs. Flown: 2312.6 hrs. T-37 Goal: 2828  Flown: 2659 T-38C Goal:1352 Flown: 1296Mission Report
As of Wednesday Flying hours: Monday: 5:45 a.m.-7:45 p.m.; Tuesday: 5:45 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Wednesday to Thursday: 5:45 a.m.- 6:45 p.m.; May 7: 5:45 a.m.-7:45 p.m.

Volunteers needed 
for DEFY program

More than 40 volunteers are needed for this year’s
Drug Education For Youth camp June 21 to June 26.

“This is an opportunity for someone to impact and
enhance a child’s life,” said Maj. Nina Perino, DEFY
program coordinator.

More than 40 people volunteered last year, enabling
Columbus AFB to accommodate 25 children — its best
turnout yet. 

This year, 30 youth slots are available. Both full-time
and part-time volunteer opportunities exist. There are
positions working directly with the children as well as
“behind the scenes.”

Mentors are equivalent to camp counselors; they
require 20 hours of training prior to camp start.
Facilitators provide classroom instruction and require
one hour of training. Step-by-step lesson plans and all
materials are provided by the DEFY program. 

Creative people are also encouraged to volunteer to
set-up the Landing Zone, a team-building project that
requires design of several “unearthly” locations.
Anyone with artistic ability or with interest in set design
is encouraged to apply. This position requires approxi-
mately a 10-hour commitment spread over three days.

“DEFY is a two-phase program that builds protective
factors in children to help them resist drugs, alcohol,
violence and gangs,” said Kristie Masters, DEFY camp
director.

Phase I is a leadership camp where every day is filled
with activities ranging from self-esteem builders to
physical fitness. Phase II is a 10-month school mentor-
ing program, and involves monthly activities or outings.

The Air Force adopted the DEFY program from the
Navy. Columbus AFB was one of the first bases to start
the program in 1999. There are now 13 Air Force DEFY
sites.

The program is for ages 9 to 12, is limited to the first
30 who register, and is open to military, civilian and
contractors’ dependents.  

“Everything is absolutely free, including meals and
trips for both youth and staff,” Ms. Masters said.

Volunteers need to sign up by May 21, and DEFY
participation qualifies for permissive TDY.

All volunteers receive a T-shirt.  Full time volunteers
also receive a polo shirt, a water bottle, hat and back-
pack.

For more information about the program or to sign
up, call Major Perino at Ext. 2235 or Ms. Masters at
434-6914. (Courtesy of 14th Medical Operations
Squadron)

2 Silver Wings 
April 30, 2004 NEWS

CAFB gives gifts of comfort to frightened children 

Courtesy photo

Package from home
Airman 1st Class Andrea Shircliff, 14th Communications Squadron, opens a package from a loved one back
home. Airman Shircliff is assigned to the USCENTAF Construction Management Office in Southwest Asia. 

1st Lt. Joseph Coslett
Public Affairs

A little girl watched as her parents were
being carried away on stretchers follow-
ing a vehicle accident, but rescuers could
only reach the child through the twisted
car wreckage with one finger to comfort
her. Alone and afraid, the toddler’s eyes
lit up as a small fuzzy face pushed its way
through the small opening, giving her
peace amidst the chaos.

“This is just one of the stories that
motivated me three years ago to work
with the Mississippi State Troopers to

collect stuffed toy animals,” said Patsy
Wood, family support center flight chief.

Columbus AFB collected more than
400 stuffed toy animals for the Hug-a-
Bear Program. They were supplied to
State Troop Group G, which covers 10
counties throughout Mississippi, to hand
out to children while responding to acci-
dents or domestic violence situations.

“The stuffed animals give the children
stability when they are left behind,” Ms.
Wood said. “It is something they can talk
to and hold on to, and share their fears
with.”

The program originally started when
prisoners transformed supplied cloth and

stuffing into generic plush toys for troop-
ers to hand out.

“The program faded away like a lot
things do,” said Staff Sergeant Steve
Gladney, Mississippi Troop G public
affairs representative. “The base revital-
ized the program in many new and better
ways. Over the last three years Columbus
AFB has given us more than 700 stuffed
animals.”

The base doubled its donations from
two years ago, and troopers will hand
these toys out to comfort children over
the next year.

“A family sat in their vehicle on the
side of the road for hours. They were just

trying to travel to Florida to start a new
life. When [the troopers] picked them up,
you could tell the children were worn out
from the whole ordeal. 

“But when we pulled out a toy from the
back, you could see the reaction in their
eyes — it helped,” Trooper Gladney said.
The base’s gifts will help future trauma-
tized children find joy when they need it
most. 

“The family support center and the
Mississippi State Troopers would like to
thank all members of the BLAZE TEAM
for making the Hug-a-Bear Program pos-
sible,” Ms. Wood said.

Tech. Sgt. Mark Diamond
Air Mobility Command Public Affairs

SCOTT AFB, Ill.  — The Air Force will introduce
new Air Force specialty codes for mobility pilots and
navigators Saturday.

The new codes will replace the airlift “A” and tanker
“T” with the new “M,” said Col. John Clatanoff, chief
of Air Mobility Command’s operations and training
division. 

All airlift and tanker pilots and navigators and their
position authorizations will get new codes, Colonel
Clatanoff said. The conversion will automatically con-
vert current codes to their new equivalent, he added. 

The change also creates a separate code for       C-
130J Hercules pilots. 

Because of the J model’s unique characteristics, the
new code will differentiate between C-130J pilots and
pilots who fly other C-130 variants, he said.

The new designator provides a mobility “generalist”
code that fits both airlift- and tanker-rated officers, said
officials from AMC’s force-management office. 

The colonel said this change affords staffs across the
Air Force the capability to designate appropriate posi-
tions to the new specialty. 

This gives Air Force Personnel Center officials at
Randolph AFB, Texas, the flexibility to hire any
tanker- or airlift-rated officer.

Air Force introduces 
new aviator AFSCs

To win equality by law: Brown v. Board of Education essay contest
This year, our country celebrates the 50th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in Brown v. Board of
Education. High school students and Airmen grades E-1 through E-4 are invited to write a 1000- to 1250-word essay
answering the question: Do you believe the goals of Brown v. Board of Education have been achieved? A military and
civilian winner will receive a $250 savings bond grand prize. Law Day applications, found in pamphlets distributed
throughout the base, and essays must be turned in to the legal office by May 7. For more information, call Ext. 7030.
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CDC professionalism recognized

omment: I’d like to publicly thank the
care givers at the child development center
for the care they’ve provided my children.

They are a very professional and caring group of
providers. 

I never had to worry about my children through
out the day because I knew that they were being
provided the best care possible. The recent additions
and all the new hires have made the CDC even
better. Thanks again to the wing leadership, services
division and the CDC providers for their dedication
to our children’s welfare.

esponse: The 14th Flying Training Wing,
mission support group, services division
and child development center staff truly

appreciate your kind words. We thank you for
recognizing the work of our dedicated caregivers.
Seldom do they receive public recognition. Your
comments confirm that we are on the right track as
we strive to provide the best care possible to our
BLAZE TEAM children. We will pass these kind
words to our caregivers and thank you again for your
comments, support and understanding.

Col. Stephen Wilson
14th Flying Training Wing commander

C RThe Straight Talk Line is your direct line to the commander
for comments and suggestions on how to make Columbus AFB
better. Although the Straight Talk Line is always available, the
best way to resolve problems is through the chain of command.
The Straight Talk Line phone number is 434-7058. Callers
should leave their full name and phone number to receive an
answer. All names are kept confidential. Messages are
answered in the Silver Wings without names.Written questions
may also be brought to the public affairs office in the wing
headquarters building, Bldg. 724. People can also access the
Straight Talk program through the Blazeweb at https://colu
busweb and the main website at www.columbus.af.mil.
Questions and answers will be edited for brevity.

SILVER WINGS
Published by the Commercial Dispatch

Publishing Company, Inc., a private firm in no
way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under
exclusive written contract with the 14th Flying
Training Wing. This commercial enterprise Air
Force newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the U.S. military services. Contents
of the  Silver Wings are not necessarily the offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. govern-
ment, the Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publica-
tion does not constitute endorsement by the
DOD, the Department of the Air Force or

Service Publications, Inc., of the products or ser-
vices advertised. Everything advertised in this
publication shall be made available for purchase,
use or patronage without regard to race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status,
physical handicap, political affiliation or any
other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and pro-
vided by the 14th Flying Training Wing public
affairs office of Columbus AFB, Miss. 

All photos are U.S. Air Force photos unless
otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Commercial
Dispatch, advertising department, Columbus,
Miss., phone 328-2427. Submit all editorial
copy should to the public affairs office, Bldg.

724, Columbus AFB, Miss., phone 434-7069,
or e-mailed to silverwings@columbus.af.mil by
2 p.m. Friday. The  Silver Wings staff reserves
the right to edit or rewrite all copy submitted
when necessary.

Silver Wings Editorial Staff
14th FTW commander

Col. Stephen Wilson
Chief, Public Affairs
Lt. Col. Rick Johnson

Editors
Airman 1st Class Boto Best
Airman Cecilia Rodriguez

Key phone numbers

Base Exchange...........................................
Chaplain.....................................................
Civil Engineer Service Desk......................
Civilian Personnel......................................
Clinic:

Family Practice.......................................
Appointment Desk.................................
After Hours Care....................................

Columbus Club...............................................
Commissary.....................................................
Finance.............................................................
Housing Maintenance.....................................
Inspector General.............................................
Legal Office........................................................
Military Equal Opportunity...............................
Security Forces.................................................
Shoppette..........................................................

434-6013
434-2500
434-2856
434-2635

434-2172
434-2273  
434-2273  
434-2489
434-7106
434-2706
434-7370
434-2927
434-7030
434-2546
434-7129
434-6026

Gen. John Jumper
Air Force Chief of Staff

The collective abilities
of our active-duty, guard,
reserve, and civilian
Airmen provide our Air
Force a full spectrum of
capabilities that are second
to none. To sustain our
dominance and understand
the world in which we
operate, we must develop a wider perspective and an
appreciation of views other than our own. 

I encourage each of you to make time for
professional reading as part of your continuing
development as Airmen. 

As our Air Force continues to adapt to new and
enduring challenges across the spectrum of conflict, I
intend to adapt my reading list as well. This year, I

added three new books that offer insight into on-going
conflicts and furnish organizational and leadership
success stories. 

Although I may not endorse all views or
interpretations of selections on my reading list, I have
found them informative and thought-provoking. Here’s
a brief explanation of the three new additions:

An Army at Dawn, by Rick Atkinson, provides a
superb historical assessment of the invasion and
ensuing war in North Africa in 1942-1943. This book
combines in-depth insight into Allied campaign
planning, strategy, and tactics directed at ejecting the
German Army from North Africa. The leadership traits
and wartime relationships of Eisenhower, Patton,
Bradley, Montgomery, and Rommel are thoroughly
chronicled, and are instructive to leaders in the 21st
Century.

Of Paradise and Power, by Robert Kagan, examines
the past and present geopolitical dissimilarities between
Europe and the United States, providing an

understanding of diplomacy in the post-Cold War
world. This book offers a thought-provoking post
September 11th appraisal of America’s preparedness to
respond to strategic challenges around the world.

The Age of Sacred Terror, by Steven Simon and Dan
Benjamin, illustrates the intellectual foundation of
radical Islam and offers an in-depth analysis into the
beliefs of those responsible for waging a Jihad against
the West. This book also provides a revealing
description on the different understandings of Islam and
its ancient and deep-rooted history.

As in the past, these books will be made available
through our institutional schools at Air University and
our Air Force libraries. 

The updated reading list, complete with a brief
summary of the new selections, can be accessed at
www.af.mil/csafreading/.

(Editorís note: This article is the latest Air Force
Chief of Staff Sight Picture and may be accessed from
the Air Force issues Web page at www.issues.af.mil.) 

Chief of Staff Sight Picture
Professional reading is part of developing Airmen
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Gold E. Locks to stand trial
A special court-martial takes place at at 3:15 p.m. today

at the Columbus AFB courtroom in the wing headquar-
ters building.

In recognition of Law Day 2004, Col. Stephen Wilson,
14th Flying Training Wing commander, has authorized
the legal office to handle the prosecution of local military
dependent, Gold E. Locks. 

Prosecutors believe they can win in the upcoming court
case, The Three Bears vs. Gold E. Locks, citing they have
extensive DNA, fingerprints and more than enough evi-
dence to send this juvenile delinquent away for a very
long time. 

Seating in the courtroom is limited to 30 persons, and
will be on a first come first served basis. The trial is
expected to last about an hour. For more information, call
the legal office at Ext. 7030.

Power outage
A power outage is scheduled from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday in Capitol Village. This is necessary for the
Tennessee Valley Authority, base electricity suppliers, to
do required maintenance work in the substation. For more
information, call the Civil Engineering service call desk
at Ext. 2856.

Town hall meeting
The results of the recent base-wide public education

survey will be presented to the base community at a town
hall meeting at 6:30 p.m. May 12 at the base theatre. All
assigned Columbus AFB families are invited to attend.

NEWS BRIEFS NCOs reach top of enlisted ranks
Tech. Sgt. Jim Moser
Public Affairs

Two Columbus AFB senior NCOs
were inducted to the rank of chief mas-
ter sergeant during a ceremony at the
Columbus Club April 23.

Senior Master Sgts. Mark Campbell,
14th Civil Engineer Squadron, and
Chris McCollor, 14th Mission Support
Squadron, both with line numbers for
promotion, were the honorees at the
event.

Chief Master Sgt. Timothy Dickens,
19th Air Force command chief, was the
guest speaker for the ceremony. 

During his speech, Chief Dickens
covered the myth surrounding chief
master sergeants and urged the
inductees to embody the Air Force Core
Values.

“The induction ceremony was out-
standing,” Sergeant Campbell said. “I
feel that this type of event is important
to the Air Force because of the tradi-
tional value and the respect it pays to
the highest enlisted grade. It was an
evening I will always remember.”  

As the evening moved to a close,
Chief Master Sgt. Randy Auld, 14th
Flying Training Wing command chief,
administered the Chief’s Oath to the

soon-to-be chief master sergeants.  
“With our continuous operations

tempo and commitments around the
world, it’s important we don’t forget to
recognize our people and their accom-
plishments,” Chief Auld said. 

“Senior Master Sgts. Mark Campbell
and Chris McCollor have reached the
top one percent of all enlisted people.
Not to honor them would not only be a
disservice, but a betrayal of our heritage
as the enlisted corps.”

Sergeants Campbell and McCollor
are entering the highest enlisted rank as
the Air Force begins sweeping changes
under Force Development.

Chief Auld said he has no doubt
about Chief (selects) Campbell’s and
McCollor’s capabilities. 

“I know they have exactly what it
takes to be a chief,” he said. “Their ded-
ication to the Air Force and the core
values are second to none. They will
make fine chiefs.”

Chief Master Sgt. Randy Auld, 14th Flying Training Wing command chief,
inspects the cake-cutting tool designed by chief selects Mark Campbell
and Chris McCollor at the chiefs’ induction ceremony April 23.

Tammy  Baudoin

2nd Lt. Albert Bosco
325th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

TYNDALL AFB, Fla. — While much
of the Air Force is engaged overseas, one
organization has remained behind to fulfill a
mission equally important — Operation
Noble Eagle, the air-defense mission aimed
at preventing terrorist attacks in the United
States.

The organization comprises Air Force
active-duty and reserve components, and
Canadian military members serving in 10
fighter wings and three command and con-
trol centers. 

“We have a steady-state mission of pro-
tecting the United States, Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands from airborne attack by
terrorists or [anyone] who would be willing

to use airborne objects to attack the U.S.,”
said Maj. Gen. Craig McKinley, 1st Air
Force commander.

Following the terrorist attacks on Sept.
11, 2001, 1st Air Force operations went into
high-gear to protect the continental United
States from further terrorist aggression, both
inside and outside U.S. borders. 

“We monitor more than 6,000 flights at
any given time, and we have flown more
than 34,000 sorties since Sept. 11, 2001,”
General McKinley said. “These sorties were
conducted by ANG and active-duty units
alike.”

The level of support is astonishing,
General McKinley said. For example, active
Air Force units have helped by flying com-
bat-air patrols over specific areas, since they
have large air wings and resources capable

of meeting the demands associated with
those missions. In turn, ANG aircraft sit on
alert at strategic locations throughout the
United States, he said.

Additionally, 1st Air Force has formed
partnerships with such agencies as the
Federal Aviation Administration,
Department of Transportation and Secret
Service.

“Before Sept. 11, 2001, we looked out-
ward, primarily focusing on defending our
air-defense identification zones from pene-
tration outside the U.S.,” General McKinley
said. “[We were] limited to responding to
and defending against those threats.

“Now, our focus is internal,” he said.
“Through our partnerships, we can see and
communicate with aircraft we are interested
in anywhere in the country. It took a lot of

interagency cooperation to do that.”
At the heart of 1st Air Force are its air-

defense sectors and its combined air opera-
tions center here. The Southeast Air Defense
Sector is one of three facilities that monitors
air traffic across the United States. The sec-
tor’s area of responsibility is the southeast-
ern portion of the United States, spanning
nearly one million square miles of airspace
and 3,000 miles of coastline from Virginia
to Texas.

Inside the sector’s facility, controllers use
the latest computer technology to identify
and track aircraft 24 hours a day. 

“We have 200 full-time and 80 traditional
guardsmen in the facility,” said Col. Charles
Campbell, the sector’s commander. “Their
job is to monitor the scopes and decipher
what’s out there.” 

First Air Force provides top cover for America, prevents intel failures at home

Do your part to stop terrorism
The first step is knowing what to look for. Always keep an eagle eye out for

suspicious behavior. Call 24 hours a day (662) 434-7128.
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Dr. James Roche
Secretary of the Air Force

“The world needs America’s leadership.
... Democracy and freedom are threatened
around the world. ... It would be easy for
America to withdraw behind the oceans. ...
What you do saves our countries from the
threat of worldwide terror. ... We support
you and respect you.”

— Mayor Jean-Pierre Dardenne, 
April 13, 2004

The mayor of LaRoche-on-
Ardennes, Belgium, delivered
those stirring words on the first

day of my trip to visit our deployed
Airmen. 

His compelling address set the tone for
my eight-day, seven-country journey. He
praised our strength of purpose in Iraq and
elsewhere in the world, and noted that
without it, democracy and liberty were
threatened. He encouraged us to stay the
course, and relayed the support of the
citizens of Belgium for our leadership in
the war on terrorism. 

Like the United States in the 21st
Century, Belgians in the 20th Century
suffered foreign aggression and brutal
attacks that forever changed their
perspective on the value of freedom. As we
continue our fight in the war on terrorism,
we should consider this history. It reminds
us that there is no greater motivator, no
force for change more compelling, no
condition more worthy than freedom.
Freedom is not a privilege reserved for
some; it is a right for every nation and
people, and only by ensuring freedom will

we enjoy peace and security around the
globe.

From Western Europe, to Central
Asia, to the Persian Gulf, I visited
our Airmen currently serving this

worthy cause. As I traveled throughout
these regions, I asked our folks to keep the
following points in mind; I ask each of you
to do so as well:

1) We are at war. The cancer of al-Qaida
is not gone, and radicalism and technology
combine in a deadly mix. As recent
bombings in Turkey and Spain demonstrate,
there are no safe havens. Although we have
made progress, we must remember that the
threat continues to metastasize, and that we
face a factional insurgency that threatens
the Iraqi people’s wonderful opportunity for
freedom. We must stay focused, and on the
offensive to root out and destroy these
grave threats — in Afghanistan, Iraq, the
ungoverned regions in the Horn of Africa
and around the globe. Your vigilance and
focus will make the difference between
success and failure in this important cause.

2) We are evolving the Air Force to this
new era. Our focus on core competencies
has had a dramatic payoff in operations
around the globe, as has our renewed
emphasis on close air support, and
integration with ground forces. Throughout
my visit, I witnessed the professionalism of
our Airmen in a variety of settings and
missions:

— Flying with NATO Squadron 1 of the
NATO Airborne Early Warning and Control
Force over the Balkans, I observed our
efforts to preserve stability for the people of
that troubled region;

— Our team at Incirlik AB, Turkey, has
made dramatic improvements to support
forces transiting the theater, and are
prepared to dramatically expand their
footprint if required;

— In Manas, Kyrgyzstan, our Airmen
operate and sustain Ganci AB, the strategic
hub for ground forces entering Afghanistan.
Their aerial port, intra-theater lift, medevac
and aerial refueling missions make this
former Soviet base vital to our pursuit of
terrorists in the region;

— At Karshi-Khanabad in Uzbekistan,
Soldiers and Airmen work side-by-side,
delivering special operations, combat search
and rescue, and theater lift to our
combatants;

— At Bagram AB, Afghanistan, our
Airmen there exemplify the expeditionary
mindset, and are providing the air-to-
ground cooperation that General Jumper
and I have envisioned. Army Maj. Gen.
Eric Olsen, CJTF-180 commander, called
air and space power his “hammer” in the
fight against a distributed, resilient enemy;

— In Qatar, our mobility, reconnaissance,
C2 and strike forces integrated their
capabilities to produce a range of effects. I
had the opportunity to fly with the “Alley
Cats” of the 128th Expeditionary Air
Command and Control Squadron over
Afghanistan. This superb JSTARS team
expertly combined with the Predator, Rivet
Joint, Special Operations Forces, and strike
assets to produce a lethal package of
combat capability;

— The Total Force team in Morón,
Spain, provides critical support to the
largest swap out of military forces in

history. I’m proud of what they are doing
for our Air Force and for the Soldiers and
Marines transiting this irreplaceable
gateway to Southwest and Central Asia.

At every stop, our base defenders,
maintainers, communicators,
engineers, and logisticians were

making the mission happen, despite a
variety of challenges from land mines to
host nation limitations. Our Airmen were
mission-focused, and highly motivated.

3) Respect and care for every Airman.
During every stop, I also spoke about the
obligation we have to respect the
competence and excellence of our fellow
Airmen, regardless of gender, ethnic origin,
or race. We cannot and will not tolerate
sexual assault or harassment of any kind.
We cannot have any Airman afraid of any
other Airman. These offenses are contrary
to good order and discipline and undermine
the character and integrity of every member
of our team. Respecting and caring for each
other also means helping your fellow
Airmen during times of stress. Each of us
also has a responsibility to identify and help
prevent suicides. Worry about each other,
care for each other, and when you spot
depression, let someone know or intervene
yourself. Our success as a service depends
on this special brand of trust, loyalty and
personal fortitude.

During my travels, I was again convinced
of a fact you know to be true: we are the
world’s finest air and space force, and this
generation is indeed worthy of America’s
admiration and praise. You are serving
proudly in this just cause, and I am honored
to help lead this great team.

America’s Airmen fighting war on terrorism, threats to freedom

Lt. Col. William Millonig
37th Flying Training Squadron

I was working an
assignment for one of our
instructor pilots not too long
ago, and the assignment guy
used a phrase that put our
operation into perspective.  

The Air Force Personnel
Center has struggled to find
follow-on training in a variety of aircraft because in his
words, “the Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training
hordes keep coming over the hill.” Our follow-on training
units are working incredibly hard to find slots for the U.S.
Air Force’s newest pilots. 

I’m sure it’s no surprise to you that we are running at
full throttle, a pace very similar to the height of the Reagan
buildup in the mid-1980s.  

That translates to six-day work weeks for many and

leaves all of us struggling to catch our breath (no, not the
new Air Force physical training test!) or to find a spare
moment. And as you may well know, the pipeline shows
very little signs of slowing down. 

When we get caught up in our day-to-day issues, we
sometimes lose sight of the bigger picture. Whether you
work in the mission support group or DynCorp, the
operations group or in the clinic, the pilots we train form
the foundation of our nation’s defense.  

Our Air Force’s unique combination of speed and
lethality usually makes it the first service to respond when
our nation’s leaders call, and more than a third of those
pilots get their start right here at Columbus.  

The BLAZE TEAM has more to do with our nation’s
defense than almost anybody — and we get them started off
on the right foot.

And as soon as one class walks across the stage and we
wish them well, another group is right behind them ready to
start the whole process all over again. 

Once our graduates leave, we don’t often take time to

remember them or follow their careers because we’re so
busy with the next group of pilots.

When we read the papers or watch the news, we are so
conditioned to conflict that it becomes routine. Why does it
take the tragic death of a former National Football League
player to raise our country’s awareness of the struggle
against terrorism?  I believe it’s because we’re really good
at what we do, and our graduates make it look easy. 

They make it look so easy that we quickly forget that the
magnitude of their efforts and sacrifices preserve our
freedom and help others secure theirs.  

Our country has learned to expect heroism on a day-to-
day basis, in large part because each of you did such a great
job laying that foundation. 

So as we approach Memorial Day, take a moment to
reflect with pride on your contributions to our nation’s
defense. 

Just as importantly, remember the dedication of the
hundreds of thousands of our brothers and sisters from all
services who continue to make it “look easy.”

Reflect with pride on contributions to nation’s defense
12 Silver Wings 
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Catholic
Sunday:
9:15 a.m. — Mass 
10:30 a.m. — CCD
5 p.m. — Confessions
5:30 p.m. — SUPT Mass
Protestant
Sunday:
9 a.m. — Sunday school
10:45 a.m.— Traditional worship
1 p.m. — Contemporary worship
Tuesday:
Noon — Lunch and Bible study
Wednesday:
5:30 p.m. — Dinner and Bible

study
7 p.m. — Choir rehearsal
For Islamic, Jewish, Orthodox or

other services, call the chapel at
Ext. 2500.

All movies are shown at 7 p.m.,
unless otherwise noted, at the base
theater. 

Today
“Dawn of the Dead” (R, violence,

gore and language, 97 min.)
Starring: Sarah Polley and Ving

Rhames.
Saturday
“Taking Lives” (R, strong vio-

lence including disturbing images,
language and some sexuality, 100
min.)

Starring: Angelina Jolie and Ethan
Hawke.

May 7
“Scooby Doo 2: Monsters

Unleashed” (PG, some scary action,
rude humor and language, 87 min.)

Starring: Sarah Michelle Gellar
and Freddie Prinze Jr.

For more information about
movies, visit www.cafbgrapevine.
com.

BLAZE 64 offers announce-
ments for people living in base
housing or the dormitories. 

For more information, call pub-
lic affairs at Ext. 7068.

Weekdays
9 a.m., noon and 2 p.m.

Air Force Television News

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered
at the family support center unless other-
wise specified. For more information, call
Ext. 2790.)

Resumes: A worskhop on different
types of resumes and how to write an
effective one is from 10 to 11 a.m.
Wednesday.

Single parent social: A single parents’
social is at 5:30 p.m. Thursday. Sign up at
Ext. 2631 by Tuesday.

Bundles of Joy: A workshop for active-
duty Air Force spouses who are pregnant
or have a child six months or younger is
from 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday. Speakers will
provide information about finances, labor
and delivery, and infant care. The Air
Force Aid Society provides a gift package
valued at more than $50.

TAP workshop: A transition assistance
worskhop for personnel who are retiring
or separating from the military is from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. May 11 through
May 13. Spouses may accompany service-
members. To register, call Mark Horning
at Ext. 2839.

Health benefits: An informational
seminar on health benefits available to
personnel who are separating or retiring
is at 3:30 p.m. May 11.

Business development: A seminar on
how to start a small business is at 1 p.m.
May 13. 

State employment: A seminar about
information on available services for vet-
erans at the Mississippi Employment
Security Commission or state employ-
ment agencies in other states is at 10 a.m.
May 13. 

Veterans’ benefits: A seminar with
information on Veterans’ benefits is from
10:30 a.m. to noon May 13. 

Employment workshop: A workshop
on how to apply for federal employment is
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. May 13.

Calling cards: Free $20 value calling
cards, sponsored by the Air Force Aid

Society, are available to all personnel
going on temporary tours of duty for 30
days or longer. Cards must be issued to
military servicemembers. For more infor-
mation, call Tech. Sgt. Jamey Coleman at
Ext. 2794.

Thrift shop: The thrift shop, located at
Building 345 C Street, is open Tuesdays
from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Spring and summer items are now
being accepted, and consignments are
taken until one hour before closing.
Volunteers are welcome. 

The thrift shop sponsors a garage sale
from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday. For more infor-
mation, call Ext. 2954.

Canned food drive: The Columbus
Company Grade Officer Council is con-

ducting a canned food drive for the Mark
Mitchell Shelter Monday to May 21. 

The shelter houses abused, abandoned
and neglected children in the local area. 

Canned goods and non-perishable
items may be dropped off at collection
boxes located in each squadron, or con-
tact 2nd Lt. Tywann Telfair at Ext. 3179
for pick up.

Tea party: A Mom and Me Tea Party is
at 10:30 a.m. May 8 at the youth center.
All ages are welcome. Cost is $15 for a
mother/child pair, and $5 for each addi-
tional child. For reservations, call Ext.
2504 by Tuesday.

OSC social: The Columbus Officers’
Spouses’ Club holds its next social at the
Columbus Club at 6:30 p.m. May 11,
hosted by the COSC board. 

Activities include Southern Belle
Bingo and election of COSC officers for
2004-2005. The menu is fried chicken. 

Cost is $10 per person, and club mem-
bers receive a $2 discount. New members
are welcome. For reservations, call Lisa
Davis at 434-8723 or e-mail airtex60
@yahoo.com by noon Tuesday. 

Tech. Sgt. Jim Moser

Pedalling preschoolers
Samantha Keel, 4, and Conner Hauck, 4, show off their wheels during a bicycle
parade April 21 at the child development center. The CDC offers drop-in care
Monday through Friday from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Cost is $3 per hour. For more infor-
mation, call the center at Ext. 2479.

FAMILY
SUPPORT

BASE
NOTES

AT THE CHAPEL

CHANNEL 64

AT THE MOVIES

COMMUNITY



9Silver Wings 
April 30, 20048 Silver Wings 

April 30, 2004

Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training Class 04-08 graduates at 10 a.m.
today during a ceremony at the theater.

Twenty-five officers prevailed during a year of training, earning the right
to be Air Force pilots.

The graduation speaker is Col. James Moschgat, Air Command and Staff
College vice commandant, Maxwell AFB, Ala. Students will receive their
silver pilot’s wings at today’s cere-
mony, and students who excelled in
their respective training tracks were
recognized.

Capt. Devin Pietrzak, T-1, and
2nd Lt. Shane Bohlman, T-38,
received the Air Education and
Training Command Commander’s
Trophy for being the most out-
standing students overall in their
classes. 

The Air Force Association Award
was presented to Capt. Benjamin
Evans, T-1, and 2nd Lt. Brooks
Walters, T-38. The award is pre-
sented to a graduate in each flight
who excelled in training and typi-
fied the tenets of the association —
promoting aerospace power and a
strong national defense. 

Captain Pietrzak, Lieutenant
Bohlman and 2nd Lt. Jesse Riggert, T-1, were named distinguished gradu-
ates.

The 52-week pilot training program begins with a six-week preflight
phase of academics and physiological training to prepare students for flight. 

The second phase, primary training, is conducted in the twin-engine, sub-
sonic T-37 Tweet. Students learn aircraft flight characteristics, emergency

procedures, takeoff and landing procedures, aerobatics and formation flying.
Students also practice night, instrument and cross country navigation flying. 

Primary training takes about 23 weeks and includes 254.4 hours of ground
training, 27.3 hours in the flight simulator and 89 flying hours. After prima-
ry training, students select, by order of merit, advanced training in the fight-
er-bomber or airlift-tanker track. Both tracks are designed to best train pilots

for successful transition to their
follow-on aircraft and mission.

Advanced training for the fighter
track is done in the T-38 Talon, a
tandem-seat, twin-engine super-
sonic jet. T-38 training emphasizes
formation, advanced aerobatics and
navigation. Training takes about 26
weeks and includes 381 hours of
ground events, 31.6 hours in the
flight simulator and 118.7 flying
hours. 

The airlift-tanker track uses the
T-1A Jayhawk, the military version
of a multi-place business jet.
Instruction centers on crew coordi-
nation and management, instru-
ment training, cross-country flying
and simulated refueling and airdrop
missions. 

Training takes about 26 weeks
and includes 185 hours of ground training, 43 hours in the flight simulator
and 104 flying hours. 

The class reunites on graduation day, when students receive the aeronau-
tical rating of pilot and begin their careers as U.S. Air Force pilots.

(Editor’s note: The class’s pilot partners are the Mississippi University for
Women and Jubilations, Inc.)

Capt. John Castillo
Albuquerque, N.M. (ANG)
C-26, Kirtland AFB, N.M.

Capt. Benjamin Evans
Bartlesville, Okla. (ANG)
KC-135, Pittsburgh IAP, Pa.

Capt. Devin Pietrzak
Oak Ridge North, Texas
KC-135, Robins AFB, Ga.

2nd Lt. Lawrence Dingler
Levittown, Pa. (AFRC)
C-5, Dover AFB, Del.

2nd Lt. Michael Moss
Richmond, Va.
T-37, Columbus AFB, Miss.

2nd Lt. Ryan Peterson
Tacoma, Wash.
B-1, Dyess AFB, Texas

2nd Lt. Darin Forsey
Englewood, Colo. (ANG)
KC-135, McConnell AFB, Kan.

2nd Lt. William Davison
Newnan, Ga.
KC-135, Grand Forks AFB, N.D.

2nd Lt. Betsy Dombert
Leavenworth, Kan.
F-16, Luke AFB, Ariz.

2nd Lt. Robert Ford
Apple Valley, Calif.
C-21, Yokota AB, Japan

2nd Lt. Shane Bohlman
Sale Creek, Tenn.
F-15C, Tyndall AFB, Fla.

2nd Lt. Domonic Bonello
Corona, Calif.
C-21, Scott AFB, Ill.

2nd Lt. Jeromy Guinther
Reading, Pa.
F-16, Luke AFB, Ariz.

2nd Lt. James Hansford
Jackson, Miss. (ANG)
C-17, Jackson IAP, Miss.

2nd Lt. Jesse Riggert
Castle Rock, Colo.
C-17, McChord AFB, Wash.

2nd Lt. Andrew Rule
Bainbridge, Ohio
F-15C, Tyndall AFB, Fla.

2nd Lt. Joseph Schwab
Mahtomedi, Minn.
KC-135, Mildenhall AB, UK

2nd Lt. Anthony Straw
Reno, Nev.
B-1, Dyess AFB, Texas

2nd Lt. Joseph Haynes
Pennsboro, W.Va.
C-17, Charleston AFB, S.C.

2nd Lt. William Hodur
St. Louis, Mo.
KC-135, McConnell AFB, Kan.

2nd Lt. James Jobes
Aiea, Hawaii
RC-135, Offutt AFB, Neb.

2nd Lt. Nathan Koss
Jarrettsville, Md.
C-17, McChord AFB, Wash.

2nd Lt. Matthew McBlair
Chinook, Mont.
T-1, Columbus AFB, Miss.

2nd Lt. Jason Merrill
Chesapeake, Va.
KC-135, Kadena AB, Japan

2nd Lt. Brooks Walters
Park City, Utah
B-2, Whiteman AFB, Mo.

SUPT Class 04-08
earns silver wings
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Cardinal Inn Dining Facility Menu

Lunch/Brunch Supper
Today
Swiss steak Spaghetti w/meat sauce
Mexican baked chicken Sweet Italian sausage
Fried shrimp Lasagna

Saturday
Grilled Ribeye Steak Pork chops 
Crispy baked chicken Stir fry chicken

Fish almandine
Sunday
Baked tuna & noodles Spinach lasagna
Chicken breast parmesan Ginger barbecue chicken

Fried shrimp
Monday
Swiss steak Baked stuffed pork chops
Baked chicken Fish & chips
Sweet Italian sausage Roast turkey

Tuesday
Yakisoba beef & spaghetti Tacos
Pork Schnitzel steak Barbecued beef cubes
Onion baked fish Chicken Fajitas

Wednesday
Szechwan Beef Country style steaks
Sweet & sour chicken Pita pizza
Cantonese spareribs Fried chicken

Thursday
Braised liver w/onions Pepper steak
Tempura fried fish Ginger pot roast
Jambalaya Mr. Z’s baked chicken

Variety of programs available to base families
Catfish buffet: The Columbus Club offers an all-you-

can-eat catfish buffet from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays.
Cost is $5.95 for members and $7.95 for nonmembers. 

Customers may still order off the a la carte menu. Call
Ext. 2490.

Club card drawings: The Landing Lounge and enlist-
ed lounge offer a club card drawing for cash every
Friday night around 6:30 p.m. Cardholders must be pre-
sent to win. Call Ext. 2490.

Disc Jockey Maze: The enlisted lounge features DJ
Maze from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. today. Call Ext. 2490.

Play NTN games: The enlisted lounge now offers free
NTN games for members and $2 for two hours for non-
members. The lounge is open Friday nights. Call Ext.
2489.

Mexican lunch buffet: The Columbus Club offers a
Mexican lunch buffet from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday.
Cost is $5.95 for members and $7.95 for nonmembers.
Call Ext. 2490.

Sunday brunch: The Columbus Club offers a brunch
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sunday. Cost is $8.95 for
members and $9.95 for nonmembers. Call Ext. 2490.

Buddy bass tournament: Outdoor recreation offers
this fishing tournament May 8 at Columbus Lake. Entry
is $100 per boat. First place receives 70 percent of the
purse. Call Ext. 2507.

Mother’s Day brunch: The Columbus Club offers
this special brunch from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. May 9.
Cost is $10.95 for members and $12.95 for nonmembers.
Dinner entrees include honey glazed salmon, herbal
roasted pork loin, and flank steak with all the fixings.
Reservations are encouraged. Call Ext. 2490. 

Youth drug and alcohol mini-seminar: The youth
center offers this free seminar at 4 p.m. May 10.  The
seminar teaches about what alcohol and drugs can do to
the mind and body. Bring a friend. Call Ext. 2504.

Canton Flea Market: The information, ticket and
travel office offers this trip to Canton, Miss., May 13.
Cost is $20 per person and includes transportation. 

The city of Canton closes down the town twice a year
for one of the largest flea markets in Mississippi. Call
Ext. 7861.

Youth financial management workshop: The youth
center offers this free workshop for youth at 4 p.m.
May 13. Youth will learn about opening and balancing a
checkbook, tracking purchases and more. To sign up or
for more information, call Ext. 2504.

Give parents a break: The child development cen-
ter and youth center offer this program from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. May 21. Register by May 18 at the respective
locations.  

Tunica casino trip: The information, ticket and trav-
el office offers this trip May 22. Cost is $80 per person
and includes transportation, lodging at the Grand Casino
and $5 in coins. 

The bus leaves the community center parking lot at
9 a.m. May 22 and returns May 23. For reservations, call
Ext. 7861.

White water rafting trip: The information, ticket and
travel office offers this trip to the Ocoee River May 29
through May 31. Cost is $99 per person and includes
river/rafting run, two meals, two nights’ lodging in a
cabin and transportation. Call Ext. 7861.

Preschool story time: The library offers a 30-minute
preschool story time Wednesdays.  Call Ext. 2934.

Adult and youth crafts classes: The skills develop-
ment center offers craft classes for adults on Tuesdays
and for youth on Wednesdays. A display of the crafts
projects is available in the center. Call Ext. 7836.

Drop-in care available: The child development cen-
ter offers drop-in care Monday through Friday from
6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Cost is $3 per hour. To make reserva-
tions call Ext. 2479.

Birthday Parties: The Strike Zone Lanes offers three
different birthday party packages ranging in price from
$3.50 to $4.75 per person. Stop by to pick up a brochure
on what is offered with each package. Call Ext. 2426.

Pam Wickham

Combat fun run
Participants start the first leg of last year’s  combat fun run. Base squadrons are invited to field teams to
participate in this year’s combat fun run Wednesday starting at 6 a.m. at the fitness center. Participants sign
up at the center Wednesday morning. For more information, call Ext. 2772.
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Market Street Festival: An annual Market Street
Festival is Saturday in downtown Columbus. This event
brings thousands into the city every year for arts and
crafts, food, music and entertainment. It features enter-
tainment and activities for children and adults. This year
the event features the Dave Matthews Cover Band and
the Jason D. Williams Band.  For more information, call
328-6305 or visit www.columbus-ms.org.

McRae’s charity sale: Specialized Undergraduate
Pilot Training Class 04-15 is participating in McRae’s
Spring charity sale from 7 to 11 a.m. Saturday at the store
in downtown Columbus. Tickets are $5 and include $5

off a $25 purchase coupon, good through Wednesday, a
free gift wrap coupon and a chance to win a $100 mer-
chandise certificate. 

Ticket holders will have exclusive access to sales and
specials throughout the store for this event only. 

Ticket sales and part of actual merchandise sales will
be donated to charity. For more information or to buy
tickets, contact Lisha Peacock at 434-8703.

Sesame Street Live production: The Mississippi State
University Music Maker Production presents Sesame
Street Live’s “Everyone makes music” at the school’s
Humphrey Coliseum today at 7 p.m., Saturday at

10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. For more
information, call 325-4201 or visit www.humphreycoli-
seum.msstate.edu.

Mothers of Preschoolers: MOPS moms gather at
Hope Community Church twice a month for encourage-
ment and socialization. 

Remaining meeting dates for this year are Tuesday and
May 11 from 9 to 11 a.m. Childcare is provided for chil-
dren up to 6 years old. For more information or to make
reservations, call 434-6862.

For more event listings, visit www.columbus-ms.org.

BARGAIN LINE

Bargain Line advertisement
The Bargain Line is free for all military members (including guard and reserve members), DOD civilians, military retirees, family mem-
bers and contract employees.
Bargain Line advertisements must be turned in to the Silver Wings office in the 14th Flying Training Wing headquarters building by noon
Monday to be included in the following week's issue. Late ads will be held over for the next issue.
Reruns must be phoned in to the Silver Wings office, 434-7068, by noon Monday for inclusion in the next week's issue. Please do not re-
submit ads for rerun on this form. Advertisements should contain a home phone number, home address or both. Duty phone numbers will
not appear in the ads.
Advertisements for private businesses or services providing a continuous source of income, such as baby-sitting or rental property, may
not appear in the Bargain Line. They may, however, be purchased through the Silver Wings publisher, 328-2424. Please fill out this form
completely. The Silver Wings staff reserves the right to edit ads as necessary.

Type of advertisement (circle one): Home          Transportation          Miscellaneous          Yard sales          Pets

Print advertisement:

Name:

Home Telephone #:                                              Duty Telephone #: 
(in case we need more information)

Please let us know what you think of the Silver Wings:
Are you happy with the Silver Wings?     Yes No 
What would you like to see more of in the newspaper?     News Sports Photos 
If you would like to give any other suggestions, please e-mail us at silverwings@columbus.af.mil.
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Golf fundraiser

A golf scramble benefit for Center Hill
Church youth missions is at 1 p.m.
Saturday at Whispering Pines Golf
course. The fundraiser is open to all civil-
ian and military golfers. Teams are com-
prised of four people. Cost is $40 per per-
son. To sign up, contact David Lee at Ext.
7739, 343-5905 or david.lee@columbus.
af.mil.

POW/MIA golf tourney
The Golden Triangle Chapter of the Air

Force Association sponsors a POW/MIA
golf tournament Saturday at the Elm Lake
Golf Club and Sunday at the Columbus
Country Club. Registration for the three-
person scramble event begins at 11:30
a.m. Saturday and 7:30 a.m. Sunday. For
more information, contact Dwain
Stephens at Ext. 2645, 240-4046 after
hours, or dwainemi y@cs.com.

Bowling championship
Registration for a base bowling cham-

pionship is Saturday through May 8. The

single elimination competition is May 17
through May 21, and cost is $10 per per-
son. Games begin at 6 p.m. each night.
For more information, call Ext. 2426.

Spring racquetball tourney
A double elimination raquetball tourna-

ment is from Saturday to May 31. For
more information, call Ext. 2772.

Sunday golf scramble
Whispering Pines Golf Course offers a

scramble at 1 p.m. every Sunday. Players
must register by 12:30 p.m. Entry is $5
plus greens fees. Call Ext. 7932.

Family bowling
The bowling center offers family bowl-

ing all day Sundays and Wednesdays.
Cost is $1.50 per game and shoe rental is
free. Call Ext. 2426. 

Open house
The fitness center sponsors an open

house from 10 a.m. to noon Monday.

Door prizes and refreshments will be
provided. For more information, call Ext.
2772.

Bench press competition
A bench press competition is at 9 a.m.

May 8 at the fitness center. For more
information,call Ext. 2772.

Soccer awards
The youth spring soccer awards presen-

tation is at 5:30 p.m. May 11 at the youth
center. For more information, call Ext.
2504.

Basketball tourney
A three-on-three basketball tournament

is at 5 p.m. May 13 at the fitness center.
For more information, call Ext. 2772.

Opening ceremonies
Teeball, baseball and softball opening

ceremonies are at 5:30 p.m. May 14 at the
little league field. For more information,
call Ext. 2504.

America’s Kids Run
A 3.2 K run for children begins at 7 a.m.

May 15 infront of the fitness center.
Participants can register online at
www.americaskidsrun.org or in person at
the youth center by May 13. 

The first 75 children to register receive
a free T-shirt. Parents are encouraged to
participate. For more information, call
Ext. 2504.

Tuskegee Airmen golf
tourney

A Tuskegee Airmen golf tournament is
May 15 at the Whispering Pines Golf
course. Everyone is invited to participate
in this four-person scramble. Cost is $35
per person and includes lunch. Tee off is
at 7:30 a.m. For more information, call
Charles Gilliam at Ext. 2829.

Summer bowling league
A sanctioned summer bowling league

begins May 17 and ends Aug. 21. Cost is
$10 per night. Call Ext. 2426.

Columbus team seeks speedy swimmers
Airman Cecilia Rodriguez
Public Affairs

Children eager to exercise their sea legs and fish-like tal-
ents in the water need wait no longer.

Swim Columbus, a year-round city team chartered by
USA Swimming, is actively seeking swimmers ages 4 to 18
to participate in the spring season.

“We currently have around 30 kids [on the team] and
have room for 30 more,” said Trey Labella, swim team head
coach. “About half are kids whose parents are active duty or
work on base.”

To join Swim Columbus, children must be able to swim
half the length of a 25-meter pool unassisted.

“We compete at local invitational swim meets in places
such as Meridian, [Miss.,] Tuscaloosa, [Ala.,] and Tupelo,
[Miss.,]” Coach Labella said. “We participate in small
home-based meets at the local YMCA where we practice, as
well.”

Currently, practices are held from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and from 5 to 7 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Minor changes will be made to
the schedule once school is out for the summer.

“Swimming is by far the best exercise for the body,”
Coach Labella said. “The lessons learned in the water —
safety, confidence, fitness and goal setting — will last a life-
time.”

For military members, cost is $40 a month, with an annu-
al insurance fee of $28. For more information, call 356-
6888 or stop by the YMCA during team practices.

Airman Cecilia Rodriguez
Jonathan Tingle, 14, races to finish a relay drill during a practice for Swim Columbus. The swim team is active-
ly recruiting participants ages 4 to 18. Cost is $40 a month for military members, with an annual insurance fee
of $28. For more information, call 356-6888 or stop by the Columbus YMCA during swim team practices.


